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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 

I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Caerwys Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the 
Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council:  

Mayor’s Allowance was publicly understated 

In 2024-25, the Mayor was paid £1000 in allowances but the register of member’s 
allowances reported a £750 payment.  

We recommend that the register of member’s allowances is updated to accurately 
reflect the payment that was made in 24/25. 

£1,656 ‘Apex Joinery’ payment for a new notice board in Caerwys 

It was noted that council members ‘Suspended Financial Regulations, for the 
following reasons: The company have provided joinery work for the Council 
previously’ (November 2023 minutes).  
Paragraph 5.3 of the council’s Financial Regulations states ‘Every contract shall 
comply with the council’s Standing Orders and these Financial Regulations and no 
exceptions shall be made, except in an emergency.’ 
However, paragraph 26.a) of the council’s standing orders, states ‘All or part of a 
standing order, except one that incorporates mandatory statutory or legal 

Note from Council: An amended return has been issued to the Office of The 
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.
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requirements, may be suspended by resolution in relation to the consideration of an 
item on the agenda for a meetings.’ 
We recommend that for future payments the council complies with the terms of the 
financial regulations & exceptions are only made in an emergency. This instance did 
not appear to be an emergency. 

Fixed Asset Register 

Fixed asset register shows £94,102 asset value compared to the £94,436 noted on 
Line 12 of the Annual Return.  
We recommend that the council review the fixed asset register & reconcile the value 
of the register to Line 12 of the Annual Return. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  

This Audit opinion whilst dated
07/11/2025 – was received by the
Town Council on the 1st April, 2026
at 15:17pm

 

Date: 07/11/2025 

 

 

Note from Council: This comment is erroneous. The Council have taken legal advice and the 
payment of £1,656 to Apex Joinery was in compliance with the Council’s Financial Regulations 
– under Paragraph 5.8 

Note from Council: This comment is erroneous. The figures provided to Audit Wales 
were correct. The Council’s Asset Register is correct.
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